CY» 
Commandments, 'to. renounce Salvation ; 2 and all 


this for the ſake of Religion. 


But whatever others may ſay.-in ſome 8 Baie Van 


ces is lawfull to be done tor their Religion, 1 hope 


.Rgm.3.8. 


ſuch methods they en 


none of us.do ſuppoſe ſuch a prattice allowable for 
the fake of our own; which is in a very bad «aſe, it 


that be the beft expedient we-can find to ſupport i It. 


We muſt not do evill, and if not any, then certainly 
not ſo great an-evill, zhat good may come. God ſtands 


not inneed of our zood, much leſs of our evil ations. 


Truth, asit doth not need, ſo. neither will it admit 


the aſliſtance of falſhood to keep it up. If it did, 


it would acquire only-areproach and diſeſteem to it 
ſelf: : for 'men do Garage any cauſe 'which by 


eavour tomantain,. And 'is 


- utterly, impoſlible; that ever the. true Religion ſhould 


Numb. 
39.2. 


Dext.23. 
21, 


allow of ſuch praiſes as overturn the foundations of 


all Religion. 
Wherefore we are all.of us je" phe for the honour 


of our God, and of our Religion, for our own. ſake, 
and for the hope that we have ofeverlaſting Salvation, 


when we have taken an oath to bind. our Souls with a 


bond, not to. break, our. word, but to. do.,according to 


all that proceedeth out of our mouth; when we have 
vowed awow unto the Lord not to negled? to pay it; for 
"the Lord our God mull ſurely require it of US. 
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My Lox, | : 
Rr AAT I Preachd at your 
\ Lordſhips command I now 
$7 offer t0 " publick view, hop- 
" \ 21g, that, if by the feaſmalle 

>S.  plame/s of the diſcourſe ſome 
il not 1 recerve that ſatisfattion which T de- 
fire, none will take that offence which was 
never mtended. For as Unity 1s the ſub- 
_jeft of my diſcourſe ſo 1 am not conſcious to 
my ſelf, that I have let any thing fall which 
_- _ may 


may enflame the druifim, or make the breach 
 wyder. If m this. or any other inflance. I 
; have dont the" Church if Cat the leaft Jer- 


2s pie we: 


condary end, which is the f wat «£2 


/ les af lor Jury 1 | o ſhall aways 
owe to your Lordſhip, under the charafter 
of 
My Lord, ; 
> Bit 'Lordſhips | * 
Fn Faye mot been Fon 
6 | ENT moſt Humble Servant | 
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A Viſitation Sermon. 


1 Cor. 1.'v 10. Now: Bejeech you brethren. by 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all 
ſpeak the ſame thing and that there be no di- 

- oiſeons among you, but that ye be perfettly 


©.goyn'd together in the ſame mind and in the 
fame 438%. me. | 


dv N the Church of Corinth there 
WY were many Teachers, and all of 
them endued with excellent gifts 
for the furtherance of the work 
of the Miniſtry and the better 


cording as they were led by -fancy or afteftion. 
Their language was confusd and promiſcuous 


v: 12. 


2 A Viſitation Sermon. 
v.12. 1 am of Paul and I am of Apollo, 1 of Ce- 
phas, and 7g Chriſt, an thus they put Religion 
to an open ſhame by making it an occaſion of all 
their diviſions, whereas the end of 1t was to re- 
duce them to a perfe&t unity. And therefore 
St. Paul here in-my Text exhorts and adjures 
them by the nameof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
* name which they had ſo baſely treated,ſo deſpite- | 
fully. usd, that. they would all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, oh. 

In which words you may obſerve how earneſt 
and paſſionate, and yet withal how ſoft and gen- 
tle St. Paul is 'in his addreſs to them; for he 
might have terrifyed then with the rod of his 
Apoſtolical - power, but becauſe harſher uſage 
might poſſibly have confirm'd themin this 11! 
practice and a rigid reproof 'encreasd- the bold 
' inſolence of ſome ſinners;' He beſeeches them 
by the name ofthe Lord Jeſus Chrift,'calls them 
fill bretheren though they walked' diſorderly, 
_ and indeayours to win them over by allithe en- 
deering methods of ſpiritual cloquence.”” And 
tothe Philippians he uſes theſame rhetoric,cither 
to prevent thetn from falling into/-the . ſame 
fault, or becauſe they were already guilty. of it, 
2 Phil. 1: 2::/frhore be any conſolation in Chriſt, 


ng" comfort Y AP AIR of the 
 Spurtt, 
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Spirit, any bowels of mercy, fulfil ye m J mh 
bo. be like minded fares 4th ra Henk 3 6s ac- 
cord, of one mind. 

There are two parts in the adviſe of my 
Text. 

T/?. to ſpeak the ſame thing, that there may 
beno diverſity in the doQrines which are de- 
hverd. 

2/y, To be perfectly. joyned in the ſame mind 
and in the lame Judgment; or as the laſt words, 
& Ty ary youy, may very well be rendred, inthe 
lame purpoſe, which includes in it a complyance 
of the will and affeCtions. 

But betore I inſiſt upon the duty, I will conlt- 
der the motives which ſhould engage us to it, and 
theſe St. Paul has placed together as links of the 
ſame chain 4. Eph. 4. 5. There is but one hope of 
our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
and therefore where there is ſo much unity, it 1s 
pity that there ſhould be any divifion. And 

1/Þ. Fe have but one hope of our calling. Hap- 
pineſs in general 1s the aim of all rational beings, 
and the defire of it is ſo interwoven with our na- 
ture, that though we oiten miſtake the obje&, we 
- cannot quit the-purſuit of what we apprehend 
moſt agreeable to our inclinations. But now that 
we may not erre-in our choiſe nor propoſe to our 

A 2 ſelyes 
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 {elves;ſuch a {atisfaftion as 1s not laſtingand du- 
rable, Chriſt. has brought life and-.immiortality 
to light through the Goſpel, 2 77.110. He:has 
diſpell'd thoſe clouds with which they were for- 
merly overcaft, and inſtead of thoſe uncertain 
gueſſes which'men once-entertain'd: of a fature 
ſtate, He has for our encouragement-placd it 
in a clearer view, and ſet the price of our high 
calling-before: our eyes, that we-may ſo run as 
to-be able to obtain. As many theretore as 
worſhip the ſame God in proſpect of the ſame re- 
ward which he has promiſed, eternal life, as ma- 
'ny of us asa&t upon the like motives,and are {up- 
ported; by the ſame hope. and expeation, are 
conſequently members of the ſame. '{piritual-ſo- 
ciety, which by reaſon of this unity can be but 
One. 

21), We-have. but one Lond For other fave 
 dation-can no man lay then thats FI) layd which 15 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3.11. He is the head from 
which all ſenſe and motion, all influence. and vi- 
gorare derived to the ſeveral parts of. -his myſti- 
cal body, The only mediator -between God and 
man, whoby his blood has purified: us from the 
uncleaneſs and corruption of our. own, and-as St. 
Paul determin'd not to know any thing fave Je- 
lagi and him crucified 1 Cor, 2, v.2.ſomuſt 
| It 


» i 


at WEN 9s to: ba perfe@tty: anfiruchal in 
theſame leflon, to 11010 him and the power of his 
reſurrection, and the fel, lawfhip of- ys ufferings 

being made conformable to his At hil. 3.10. 

for the only terms/and'conditions by which we 
canibe juſtified; are to acknowledg the virtue and 
efficacy which the reſurrection of Chriſt has to 
raiſe us'to-newneſs of life, and to make'us parta- 
kersof hisdeath by dying.unto Sinas he once dy'd 
to the-world, It will follow that-in theſe reſpeas 
the whole {ociety of: believers 'may | be: reputed 
as One, foras much as 1n the capacity of ſervants 
weown:hin for ourcommon/ Maſter, -as ſubjects 
we:confeſs.his right of ſovereignty over us, /or 
God has put all things under his feet 1 Cor. 15. 27. 

As ſheep we follow him only who has promiſed 
70.10. %. 16. that'there ſhall be one. fold: and one 
ſhepheard';' 4s:we are the: Temple of the lroing 
God 2'Cor.6:16. we are allured that he 'is the 
toundation on which the: {ſpiritual building 1s 

rais'd; the rock which-cannot be mov'd, and: the 

corner ſtone 1n- which both Jews and Gentiles 

_ by a cloſe union knit and connected 'toge- 

ener. 

3/7; Wehave but one Faith, that hath was 
once delivered tothe: Saints, which the: Apoſtles 
—— from Chriſt and afterwards tranſinitted 
A 2 to 
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to ſucceeding'ages: And -1t we-look :upon- the 
Church which was firſt eſtabliſhed after/the de- 
ſent of the holy ſpirit, We ſhall-find the believers 
recommended to us under. this character that 
they continued ſtedfaſtly in: the Apoſtles do- 
arine and fellowſhip and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers As 2. v. 4. ſo that whoever pre- 
tend to be members of. the Catholick Church, 
They cannot juſtify the title which they afſume 
unleſs they ſucceed the primitive Chriftiens as 
well in their doctrine and practice as in the bare 
name which at beſt is an empty and infignifi- 
cant thing when there 18.no ſolid foundation to | 
ſupportit- This was the great truſt which St. 

Paul fo earneſtly exhorts Timothy to keep 1 77m: 
6. 20. the rule of faith: which-they who. bend to 
their corrupt affeftionsand-intereſt, at the fame 
time attempt-to-break, This isthe trne meafure 
of our belief and obedience, and thoughmen may 
multiply Creeds as often as they change their 
opinions yet there is but one rx aa DgiCates y Wi. 
fo /22fgxylwmr, Oneinviolable law, one infallible 

Canonfor our direQion. . 

There are, I know, ſome men whoſe fancy paſl- 
ſeswith them for faith; and an obſtinate humor 
_  Bthechiefarticle of their! religion, for they w1ll 

allow: no. Scripture but what they may have the 
liberty 


liberty to indite or-at:- leaſt to-interpret as they 
pleaſe, and indeed/their error were excuſable if 
they had no certain light for their condu&;, and 
we might eafily pardon the. many differences a- 
mong them 1f Chriſtian Religion were at vari- 
ance with 1t-ſelf, But fince 1t 1s all of a piece 
and we cannot '{o divide Chriſt as to make him 
inone place ſpeak favourably ofany Tenet which 
he'condemns 1n'another, ſince the lively Oracles 
of God do not, :like thoſe which the Devil for- 
merly utter'd; diſmiſs the perſons who humbly 
conſultthem withidoubtful anſwers and a dou- 
ble: meaning,” I can aſſign no other cauſe. of the 
many'errors which without any benediQion have 
creaſed and' multiplyed, but that lome: who 
name the name of Chriſt, for by ends and private 
motives, engage-themſelves into parties, and'are 
lifted underanother banner though they ſtill bear 
hus/inſcription.” 347 14 44 |  LTL 
*For |] appeal to-all that hear me, whether the 
fundamentals of our religion are not ſo tew- as 
- that the/meaneſt; capacity. need not complain of 
being *opprefled with their number, and as plain 
as1s conſiſtent with the nature of faith, where 
the obſcurity of the-obje&t enhances the dignity 
obburtelied/andithe authority of the revealer 
may giye us'an unqueſtionable afſureance of the 
IF4- truth, 
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truth, though we cannot have:an-evidenceof-it; 
till we come to: a land of yifon,and fhall-be-to 
all eternity .employ'd in an inteHectual contem- 
plation-:of -what: we now: Gady! fant and dark 
reflections. 

Since therefore dnvadd is, -fimplo! wer uniform, 
Th where two differ -one only :can':be-1n the 
right; fince he: who: docs: not: belong to! the Ca- 
tholhck Church': can be; of: none, -/The'::conſe- 
quence:muſt;be,:that as:many as agreein thene:- 
ceflary/ articles of; the Chriſtian'Faith-do 10; far 
conſtitute one Church; and that they./who'!caſt 
themſelves out: of it by: obſtinate /Schilia, Here: | 
ſy or Apdſtacy;are as tariiremoved-from Heaven 
_  as'theycare from the ,boſome of 'the,Church,at 
being impoſlible thatthey, {hould attain» to their 
journys ead who.are never an:the»>way:thatleads 
to-it ; ifor as wehavebut-one hape,andonebord, 
ſo there is but. one faith 'that can-enſtateusin 
the palicfion. of that inheclhanee: which he has 
pronus'd; + T0 | *[150 10 ASTOR 

athly,, We bave bas ane Baptiſin; which! Siths 
badge .of bur profeſlion;;ithe ſeal-of that.covenant 
which we make-with-Chriſt; and therefore They 
who.do not receive::3ts umnprefiioncan;haveno 
relation to/him.. + But we.muſtiwatheliconhder, 
A faith anda; —_—_ ſao6iity: 15 rom 
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the eaſy purchaſe of our birth, and we. may; by 


Gods good providence be entred into his Church _ 


as ſoon as we make our firſt ſtep into the world, 
though the bleſlings of thefong: waſh away the 
pollutions of the womb, and the laver of regene- 
ration removes the guilt of our finful iconcepti- 
- on, yet if we cannot anſwer 'the ſolemn obliga- 
tions of our baptiſm, the communion which we 
hold with Chriſt and his Churehis barely pre- 
ſumptive, and-fuch-branches'can bear no fruit, 
| bool they abide not'inthe'vine./70. Is: 4- 

L wilkadd Laſtly, that the Chnrch is; or at leaſt 
ſhould:be' one-by the unionof charity; which St. 
Paul exalts above either: faith) or Jiope.” "And | 
truly if the Laws of-it were. ſtritly obſerv'd, 
though they would: avt take away all our diffe- 
rences, /They | might however allay and miti- 
gate the violenge :of our: animoſitics, Though 


there will in all likelihood be ſtill-a diverſity "ONNP 


judgment, yet this: would;:in ſome meaſure con- 
tribute toan Unity. of afteftion, We might love | 
the perſons though-we cannot reliſh their opini- 
ons,/:and by a mutual: forbearance (where it is 
lawful) ofar _ the exaſperated: tempers of 
our:\brethren, ' that, 'thongh he humors : cannot 
be clearly- purg d; yoory .might poſſibly: byſuch 
rn OE ves e\converted. :: 'But' even -cha- | 

IE | F ity 
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Tity-it ſelf -will.adimit.of this oaution,! that we 
are'by no means "topurchaſepeace by: the loſs 
and at theiexpence'of* truthp The/ftrong m taith 
are not/to-be ftagger'd' by: our'ts6: liberal conde- 
cenfions toithe we k) morcan'wepart with any 
articlerof our! Religiowin:order togain'a proſe- 
lyte by ſuch. retrenchment: For Godawho is a 
God:ioE iordevidoes:mot require? that ito | gratify | 
others-we'ſhorildiriin oor-ſebves'nts confuſion.” 
.{Krons the-metives;|T'now! proceed tothe du: 
ties in my .Textiwhicty:ſhoold always go''ttoge- 
ther, and as thereiſhould be in us:a perfe& har- 
niony of mind f6-0urſpcech ought-to- n+ -2et 
conform able to our ſentunents/ 55 +1640, hs, 
'Hehbbo  fpeaks-what 'hedoes not- think i is'an 
ypocrite, aformal-profefſor} awvoutward'mem- 
ber: rof.the \Cliureh; bur cannotibe Fetkon'd'a- 
mongltthe of thedithfuln>i0/v v1! 2! 
: He who: neittier thinks hor {ſpeaks the ſame 
hind with the:true'miembers- _ TE jo 
cal body isan Heretick. AcAnd/ 7171'S fis 03 534 
-.:He ahdnetilowledges hisagreenitan at with the 
Church of God ins the tmainiefſentiat points of 
Religion, and yet: willnot joyn' himſelf to-its 
Communion; id Schilinatiek) and Jdoeshorkeep 
aity-of Spirititvthe borld ob Peace:(! (Arid of 
theſe three Dwall trearimmyfollowingdilcourſe, | 
£77 cauſe 


s : 
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becauſe cach of themadtin contradition-to fome 
part of :the:Apoſtles advice, and all of them to- 
_ wholly.defeatit: 

{r/tThe Hypocrite ſpeaks whiat he does not 
think; andownshis relation'to the Church#as far 
as;we-can-Judge by: thoſe figns and' a&ts' which 
viſibly affe&tus. He does indeed anſwer the let- 
ter of the Apoſtles adyice, frequents the appoint- 
ed ordinances; ſeems to-be zealous andattentive 
in:his-devotion;'expreties: x great' reverence for 
the eſtabliſhd worſhip, and in all appearance ac- 
quits hunſelf with as much-fincerityias he'is-re- 
ally.guilty of falſchobd; -- And all-this'he does'to 
ſerve atutn;topromotea preſent intereſt,-and to 
gain:ſome. advantage or eſcape'ſome penalty by 
_ his diflimulation; He ſerves -God in-pretenſe, 
brit Mammon is his true'maſter./ He'ts aperfon 
ot:no-Religion/though he will comply with that 
which is moſt countenane'd; of no principles but 
whatihecanget by 3: Under one' revolution you 
may:find-hinzat!Maſs;another will drive /him-to 
Church, and When thingsare/left indifferent,tis 
odds-but' you muy! at ond _ him in a Con- 
 venticle:|7 © 

Such a double-minded- nan) as St. Janes i ys . 
cb 44.\8: 25  rori/table in all his 29495;His- Rebiion 
15.2 s fickle as the time, as inconftant'as'the wea- 
Tx/io pl B 2 | - ther, 
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ther, and accordingly heis:tokd to and-fro:and 
carried about with eyery wind: of do&rine. Eph. 
4-14. His caſe is deſperate and Iam afraid his 
end -is deſtruCtion, for: he who: lyes/ under the 
force of a falſe - perſwafion and acts agreeably to 
thoſe principles which he takes to'betrue; may 
obtain mercy becauſe with St. Paul he does it 
ignorantly! in unbelief,'1 77.1. 137 Whereas he 
who is not {way by judgment but-intereſt, not 
the conviction of his: undeſtanding but the flex- 
ible complyance-of his will, muſt deſpair of the 
like acceptance, becauſe though the object and 
' matter of his religious worſhip might :chance to 
be true; yet. the: defign is ill, the end baſeand 
ſelfiſh; -God- loaths the facrifice om will puniſh | 
the mockery of it. 
2dly;, They who neither think nor r ſpeak the 
fame ng with themembers ofthe true Church 
are Hereticks, men who: depart from the faith ; 
. and: theſe are of two ſorts, for they either abridg 
the Creed into a leſs compals, orenlarge it be- 
yondits due/proportion, 'The firſt deny the Sa- 
viour who bought them, diſown his fatisfaftion 
and the merits ofhis pretious Blood, They ſcoff 
_ at thedoatine of the Trinity, take away the ne- 
ceſlity of Baptiſm, and'deſtroy the belief of a Re- 
ſurreRion, Thick 1s the Chriſtian's hope, and the 


crown 
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ctown ofhis rejoycing under all aflitions. And 
if they did not ſeparate from us of their own ac- 
cord, We ſhould be obligd to exclude them out 
of a Chriſtian eommunion, for as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks 2 Cor. 6. 14. He muſ} not be unequally 
JYok d with unhehevers. In this caſe when Men 
do not ſpeak -what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
taught, the fault lies wholly at their door, and it 
is inkus an honeſt and neceflary diviſion todepart 
from them who deſert the faith, and ſo far from 
being a breach of charity, that by fo doing we 
falfil the law of it, we admoniſh them of their 
danger, and ſecure ourſelyes from ruin, It 
would beendleſfs to inſiſt upon the particulars in 
which they differ from the Church of Chriſt, but 
becauſe the Socinians are the moſt ſubtle and at 
this time; TE think the moſt numerous party, and 
the main: foundation of all their diſputes 1s the 
competition which is between faith-and reaſon, 
I will briefly ſhew that what in it ſelf ought 
to be no matter of controverſy, ſhould not con- 
——_ be the bottom on which the reftare 
built. PZ 0 | 

- Forifby reaſon we mean that- faculty where- 
by we are enabled to: diſcourſe and demonſtrate 
- effets 'by their cauſes, according to'that order 
and connexion which is in all the parts of nature, 
B 3 _ then 
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then I-confeſs/it muſt be diſtinguiſh'd from what 
wecall faith ; But when reaſon isenlightned by 
God's ſpirit, and receives what 1s propos d to it 
upon the. ſtrength of God:s--authority, we may, 
it we pleaſegive them both twonames though I 
can perceive no difterence -in their natures, ſince 
by the powers of the ſame Soul we believeand 
know, and they may paſs under. the. name of rea- 
{on or faith, agreeably to the motives*on. which 
our aſſent is grounded, for not to trouble my ſelf 
ina ſearchof an accurate definition, I take faith 
to be reaſon advanc'dtoits utmoſt perfection, and 
they who conſider the ground of my. aſlertion, 

will not, Ehope; accuſc me, of fingularity 1 m the 
OPINION. 

Aſecond fort of men thereare who add to the 
Articles of our faith, as if the Scriptures were not 
of themſelyes/able to make us wiſe unto falvati- 
on,. and of this the Church ofRome has been ſo 
abominably. guilty, that. there is {mall hope of 
ſeeing that fault amended which. ſhe will-not be 
{o.ingenuous. as to confels.., And yet thegreat 
outcry 1s raisd againſt us, and dee we will 
or no, we muſt paſs for Hereticks, becauſe, though 
we. believe what.Chriſthas commanded,-we can- 
- not ſcrew our taith to-ſo high..a pitch as his pre-. 
tended : Vicar would ſtretchit to; We embrace 
Gods 


j 


A Viſitation: Sermon. 15 
God's Word'with a-ready faith and- full affent; 
but - becauſe we do: not pay the fame deference 
and reſpect to the traditions which are contrary 
toiit, we are concluded under a raſh and final ſen- 
tence of damnation, with which wemight well 
be terrified, if we had not the fatisfa&tion that 
God and our conſciences do acquit us. For not 
to mention: the many points in which we difter, 
a reconciliation with the Church of Rome 1s ut- 
terly impoſlible, till a ſenſe of their errors makes 
them renounce the proud. pretenſe to infallibi- 
lity; and till intereſt and ambition, ſecular de-. 
{ſignes. and wordly' grandure are wholly layd a- 
fide, the doarine of the Croſs will never be re- 
duc'd to its primitive purity. And though this 
faith is ſtill ſpoken of throughout the' world 
Rom. 1.8. the character of 1t is ſo. much chang- 
ed, that, unleſserror and - ignorance are preyail- 
ing- motives, I think nothing can perſwade us to 
receive the ſame do&trine, or to ſpeak the ſame 
thing\with then, who have corrupted the' anci- 
ent. faith, which, like its author, was the ſame 
yeſterday, is the ſame to day, and will continue 
lo for ever, Heb. 13:8. 

"Let them therefore beſtow upon us what titles 
they pleaſe, as long/as we Keep tothe written 
word, and as St. Paul exhorts Titus c. 2.9.7.8. 


ſhew 
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© ſhew uncorruptneſs in dotirmme ſound ſpeech that 
cannot be condemned, He that is of the contrary 


#201] have reaſon to be aſbam'd; having no 
End to ſay of us, For a, bare affirmation with- 
out farther proof can make no. man guilty, 
and whatis ſo alledg' d againſt ys, is only an in- 
ſtance of our enemies malice which will in the 
event be found aclear argumentof our innocence. 
It it bea fault not to rh ham in the ſu- 
perſtruQtures which they have built upon: the 
true foundation, Weglory in the confeſſion, and 
the very guilt that we are. chargd with/will. cer- 
tainly: abſolve us when wearetryed according to 
Chriſts Goſpel: , They have indeed made an -ad- 
dition of as many articles to.08p Creed as: -QUTX S7 
mooring 


ify. one in 
the conje ap We it Was rs __ becauſe 
both Creeds cannot onHl together, and 4f Pas 
the 44h was in. the pn te 1t will HAYRgSably 
ALLOW that Chriſt. and. his Apoſtles were in 

,Tothat the reaſon; why, we cannot beper- 

n&with them; in,one- mind;and one 
pment, is becauſe. ve. cannot. affociate with 
em, "unleſsin a Fea meaſure we! © Avik 


4 Viſtation Sermon. 17 


Chriſt, we cannotſuffer otirſetves to be led blind- 
ly:bythe naine of the Catholick Church, ſo as to 
departfromhim who is the head and Saviour of it. 
; They therefore 'are; guilty of - the ſeparation 
who were the ſole cauſe of it, and if the Church 
of God is once turn'd intoa Peſt-houſe, they can- 
not juſtly -be blam'd who fly AS far as they. can, 
den the infetion;'' 

A- third ſort ofmeri who a& contrary to the - 
Apoſtle's advice; are ;They who agree with the 
Church of God in the effentral points of Religion, 
and yet occaſion diviſions and offencesabout mat- 
tersof leſs: moment; and theſe are Schiſmaticks 
who deſtroy the unity of the Church-as the He- 
reticks; ſubverted the faith of it-.' Saint Paul in 
my;'Text {cems' in amore. eſpecial. manner to 
mark them-out,'For we may be ſure that'He and 
z4poilos, and Cephas preached the ſame<dodrine, 
and yet the | Cormthians pretended that they 
could profit more under his miniftry, who: ever 
He was, whom: they held'in-admiration, then a- 
nyiother Apoſtles, though his'gifts' and qualifica- 
tions were-1n all reſpets- equal” Thus they di- 
yided-Chriſt by bandyinginto parties and mak- 

ingtheir falyation'to depend not! 1o:much upon 
 Gods:word/as the perſoris who :delivered it, and 
forithis-reaſon St.'Paud puts to-thetn a proper 
1Þ C queſtion 
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queſtion I Cor: 2:'5. ho then is Paul and who is 
Apollos,but Mr i/ters by whom ye behev'd even 
as the: Lord gave to every man? 2.6; We arenot 
the authors of 'your faith but'inftraments mthe 
| hand: of God by which his{pirit:-aas: for as to 
produce in-you ſaving faith and thegood effetts 
of it, remifion of Sins, righteouſnefs-and eternal 
Lafe, and therefore he who ſets:a'value upon his 
own abilities: ſeemes Zealous rather of ſeeking 
followers'to' himſelt then Chriſt; and they iwho 
with "err affection-run giddily after: the 
Minn hich are:moſt; celebrated or'which 
- they fancy.molt; forget 'that Eph: 4.7. To every 

one of us. race according” to rhetwkaſare 
rhe afro Ori ,and tethirk has aleſs propor- 

tion of:1t has: asmuch as God was-pleas d to afford 


he: who'enjoys it moreliberallyowes it: a 
to God; Herefors has:no.cauſe to. glory; un- | 
es, as the Apoſtle ays,it bein:theLord.: / 
- You ſee how ſoon” "thkwiCaAibing Rake 
Paſtsrs and: Miniſtersdiſtrated /the/primitive 
Church and what divifionsſprung fromthis root, 
and:the fad effefts ofitare ſoſenfible iinour days, 
that: 10's: athy bb Mmencc ain nice 
thirwiltul en willnoe mike uſo the rome 
F 
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dy«\:It.is confeſs'd/that: the true faith: ispreach- 
ed: among(t-us, that. the- Sacraments; are right- 


ly'and duly adminiſtred; -we acknowledg with + 


. St: Peter Adts 4, 12. that there 1s no.other : name 
under. Heaven but the ' name of: Jeſus' grven 
among men whereby we muſt be. /avd, and with 
St.:Paul 2 Tim;2,19.We earneſtly. preſs every 
one Who nameth the name - of Chriſt to. depart 
frommuuity. ; As to:other  matters-we. proceed 
according to the Apoſtles.general rule, who: as 
he commanded. that: all things ſhould be done 
decently :and i. order:x Cor: 14. 40-10 we: think 
that the-preſent governors of the Church are. in- 


truſted with the-determination of: what is other- 


wiſe left atliberty, provided alſo thatall be done 
to edifyingv.-26. Upon.:the ſtrifteſt enquiry.mn- 
40/our;Gonſciences: we 'cannot-yet-tell-wherein 
mehave tranſgreſsd, it our. diſſenting; bretheren 
have offered/ arguments for. their ſeparation, I 
am ſure/they have not;wanted anſwers; if .con- 
formity beafin, where. the terms of-it.are by no 
means unlawful; -why does St. Paul by fo.folemn 
an-adjuration as, the; name. of our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt is, exhorts; us to-ſpeak; the ſame thang ? | 
And:if the duty;;be . neceflary; why. do. they ob- | 


ſteut-the performance of 4t,by. their- ngn-con- 
tormity? Doth:our kneeling at the Lords, Sup- 
Sr - | C'2 per 
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per offend them ? We: proteſt againft the adora- 
tion of the elements, and 'tis'very hard we'ſhould 
not/ be: believ'd. And: ſhall 'we- not, O bleſſed 
Jeſuz in theparticipation'of thoſe! holy "myſteries, 
'beg-thine \and thy fathers \bleſſing upon "our 
knees,'as well | as we do to our earthly:parents 
without mcarring"the ſuſpition'of Idolatry? Is 
the Croſs in 0 warn a ſtumbling block in" their” 
way? 'Though it repreſents to us a crucified'Sa- 
viour;/yet'if that would fatisfy their ſcruples, 
' when a juſt authority interpoſes in their -behalt, 
we ſhould not 'be- unwilling to diſmiſs the'Sz7:, 
if that would ſtill preſerve amongſt us:the porw- 
-er of Chriſtianity. - Doth the Surplice ſmell: 1o 
rankly of ſuperſtition? and muſt this veil . be 
rentin/twain, as that of the Temple was,'in or- 
_ 'derto' reconcile our differences?-' Tiwpity;) Mi 
'thinks, tha Holafting aquarre], ſhould be'raisd 
'onfo {light a 'ground, for if the Church Trium- 
phant is deſeribd tous Rev. 19.9. 8. Array d ze 
Jane lumen cleari'and white, T cannot fee why 
thatwhichisin itsſelffo inoffenfive an emblem of 
innocence, ſhould be-excluded out of the Church 
WER is yet militant Neve on earth. 
_ ©» But why ſhould 'T fingle -out” theſe particu- 
irs Binge" the whole body ''of 'our-Liturgy-has 


been the nſtant Butt'at which inconfiderate 
men 
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metrhaveſhot thein arrows, even bitter words? 
And yet when we throughly weigh the prayers 
of our Church, how that the matter of them is 
deducd from God's word, the method into which 
_ they are. digeſted clear and-natural; how that 
the petitions themſelves are ſhort and compre- 
- henſive and exaaAly fitted to all thoſe wants 
which it 1s either decent or neceflary to lay open 
in publick, how they are ſo contriv d as that men 
ofthe beſt capacities have reaſon: toadmire, and 
thoſe of the meaneſt may ſufficiently underftand 
them, if we confider withal, that they are all di- 
reted to God in his Son's name, it will puzzle 
us'to1magin what: cavils would poſſibly beraisd 
againſt ſo excellent a compoſure. But fince the 
beft things do-not allways meet with their de- 
ſry deſteem, and'tis the hard tate of our Litur- 
gy'to ſufftr; under their contempt who do not 
know the value of it; after all that has been urg d 
againſt it, the reſult is that it isa for” and conſe 
quently an unwarrantable confinement: of the 
ſpirit, 2. et curbs mens licentious fancies, keeps 
them withindue bounds;and will not allow them 


to rove wantonly on the -Common, when: they 


may emoy 2 better. paſture inthe: fenc'd in- 
| C 3 vers 
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vers it ſelf under the goodly pretence: to; the ſpi- 
rit of Prayer, it ſhall not palpwithour's: waa 
amination. _. 

"For if by it we underſtand the ſecret aifinizes 
which the: Holy Ghoſt often affordsus:1o asto 
dire& our thoughts inthe things which wes pray 
for to quicken our deſires, if 'we acknowledge 
that' through him we are made; ſenfible: of-our 
wants, that.we exerciſeaQts of a ſtrong Faith; an 
| ardent/love, anaffe&tionate Zeal and:an: Univer: 
fl charity,” This is truly: the ſpirit of- prayer 
whichis ſo far from being ftinted 1n its operati- 
ons by a-determin'd forme; that the. good: mot1- 
ons of God: are\greatly improv'd byat:; forthen 
we areat leiſure to attend them, and when We 
fully know what-requeſts we arecgoing;cto! /put 
up; wecin ſummorall the faculties:ofrour,Squl 
without-any” diftration;-we'can:add'freſivfer- 
vor” to” our | importunities, new.:\degrees:. of 
warmth to- our devotion,” and: beingifreed;-from 
the trouble'.of inventions (which: 15: their . caſe 
who conceiveprayer; n:feparate 1Afﬀemblics) 
and the: torment of expetting what-others areto 
utter; (whick-is their condition:who:joyn:with 
them in" their: exteniporeeffufions \atter what 
ſort they can) we have nothing to do but;follow 
_— __ GENT a” LENS — Þ 
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fo that we then praiſe the Lord withal our Soul 
and 'all that isi\within us'do's praiſe his hotly 
name. 
_ --:Butifthey extend praying by the ſpirit to fig- 
nify; that God -does immediatly diate to.them 
the'matter, method and'yery form of their ex- 
preſſions, as in old time the holy men. of God 
ſpake. as they were-moyd by the Holy Ghoſt; 
They'are under a :dangerous;mifſtake and open 
an-inſet to'all the , wild: and frantick' Enthuſi- 
aſms of a diſtemper'd brain, and plead for the 
continuance!.of a ſupernatural o1ft, when the 
reaſon-oft 'its/ firſt: youchſafement: has long fince 
ceasd. . In:the)pranntive:times indeed God be: 
ſtow'defpecial graces upon his Church which a- 
gamiſt ſo:ſtrong an-oppofition- could. not poſſibly 
have been'planted wittiout! his! extraordinary af- 
hſtance, and amongſt ' theſe the gift of Prayer 
was'iaf, eminent; uſe;:for as St. Chry/o/tor4  ob- 
ſerves; One. pray'd for. the reſt, and afterwards 
iuch-prayers''as :were.thought fit for the com- 
mion ſervice. of all:Chriſtians were receiy d and 
adoptedinto' the Liturgy of the Church. Now 
the end'of this/grace was to prevent confuſion, 
ht. ore mightiriot pray as they would, God 
et atoffic Ry era to his <direftion, Peg 
| tnis- 


iculax perſons. who; ſhould dif-- 
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this. is calld by St. Jude, 0.20. Praying 'm the 
Holy Ghoſt, whicti-extraordinary gift'as ſoon as 
it diſcontinued, the Governors of the Church be- 
ing Apoſtolical men;provided fuch-forrias/as came 
as nigh thoſe indited by-God'sSpitit; as their 
memory and proficiency under fuch inſtructors 
did inable them to do.' Hence: the: Learned /de- 
rive the: original of Liturgies:amongft Chriſti- 
ans,and\ I am-fure:;thati/they. who will:.not be 
convinc'd by their authority, can never diſprove 
their arguments:  '::: 

Theſe are the conftitutiotis of our r-Church a- 
gainft 'which the fietceſt:objeRions: haver:been 
leyel'd, though to ſpeak\myrmind freely, I:take 
this to be 'what' a falſe; alarm: 36: war's, and 
«tne mw ws clamor! ipeandan one Place | 
wW ey toattaok us inandther;:/ For 
I muſt needsfay-that what St::Paul upbraids the 
Chriſtians wo; ' till keeps:iup! thei Schiſm-/a- 
mongſt ns, and we may: derive the;continuance 
of it ps Hy. from their holduofs who-exerciſe a 
| y towhich'they haveno call, -and: would 

illingly | themſelyes ofan:Uſurpd: pow- 
er, and partly from their /aly:who deſert our 
communion. on pretence ithat:ithey / can-apply 
themſelves to: fuch as oqnialliarathagn beth7n- 
ſtruction and more ſay "Hog 
to them both and ſo I will conclude. 
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I: would: k ſoa firſt whether: in- the Apo- 
ſtles word, x Ph.:x5. 16: They do not preach 
Chriſt -out.of envy-and ftrife, . whether they 
doit. fincerely ot ' out of ':contention.:':For 
were their dodrrine never ſo good, if that which 
was by. our Sayiour.appointed to be the'miniſtr 
of reconciliation, dire&ed: to propagate. ſtrife 
and gnvy,St. James will: tell: knot, 3.V.15I6. 
That. this be grey Aeſcendeth not. from above; 
but 15 earthly, ſer proghngc for: where theſe 
are, there is confuſion and every eu work.” 
they, are clear fromany: ſuch imputation, ce 
honeſty. of-their: etna brpnr In Fuinebiieg 
excuſe; but.cannot totally juftify their HSrv.ory 
on:from:our plblickAionblivs.: For they will 
not-ſay | that: they; idiffter fron as tin any! funda- 
' mental article'of 'that' Faith whichowe profeſs, 

and Iam yet to ſeek why.the fame Faith. ſhould 
looſe any thing of its purity/when' it is /by'us 
preachd, and if they carinot. obje&t againſt our 
doctrinewhat a perverſe ſtubbotneſs owds it be 
to refuſe to: hear 1t? | And T pray: God that they 
who are.the 
confider how far anfwerable theyre for the dif 
orders which theycfoment m the Church,and 
what conſtantly ye om along with them,” the di- 
ftraltions which they continve inthe State. 


TY 


Ring-leaders of this'\Schiſm" would. 
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> As t6: thoſe-who: deſert ovir, comiiunioni on 
coctanſe oof cteceiving better. itiſtruQzion elſe- 
where; TIdefite themito refle&'whether:they'are 
not' 'theyery perſons who futfil the: Apoftle's Pro- 
phecy 277-4. 2 Hor the; time will come that 

they 11H not ores” ung dottrine, but: after 
their own: tuſts, ſball-they heap- toi themſehves 
, baumg itching\tars, 4:6; They ſhall for- 
fake thoſe whom the:Apoſtles: and' their ſucceſ- 
s bhayeſet over them;\ard run after: Teachers 
0. will: giatify.their. humor.and Harter: their 
Sev by:telling them that: they::are the only 
adoptedchildrenand:the true ſonsof God. '\ This 
is/ indeed ſpiritual wantonnels and: religious lea- 
chery;which betrays men inſenſibly to-perdition 
when they are not: contentiwith the:food'which 
God. has provided for: them; unleſs they: require 
meat alſo for their luſt, P£78.18:Theſe arc in 
a. proper * ſenſe the, «s@xme mpmerirns; and from 
- them wears commanded to withdraw-our ſelves 
2.7 be. 3:6: butcthat they: ary us' that trouble 
by 'their own finful ſepara gta 4 1s their 
pretence,' fancy-their Trek ne and curiofity 
their firſt mover, and Þ heartily wiſh that when 
they make ſo-ma falſe ſteps, they. may not at 
laft miſs of that which: be! every Chrifti- 


a00Trw8 end, the frwionnt their Souls; in that 
"0 Kingdom 
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Kingdom into which Hypocriſy cannot enter, 
where Hereſy cannot dwell, and where inſtead of 
_ ſchiſms and diviſions weſhall enjoy a firm unity 
- and an everlaſting peace. | 


G \ 


As for us of the Holy FunGtion, let it be our 
ſtudy, to inſtru the ignorant, to reclaim the ob- 
ſtinate and reprove them with the ſpirit of 
meekneſs to be all things to all men where in the 
complyance there is no danger of encreafing 
their errors which we ought to ſuppreſs, Let our 
charity be always mix'd with diſcretion, and let 
us promote peace as far asit may conſiſt with the 
preſervation of truth, and when we have in ſuch 
inſtances as theſe done our utmoſt endeayours, 
there will nothing remain but that we ſo ſerve 
that one Lord whom we acknowledg, ſo live up 
to that one Faith which we profeſs, ſoperform 
the engagements of that one Baptiſm by which 
weare initiated into that Faith, as that we may 
at laſt obtain that One hope of our calling, that 
eternal Life; which God, who cannot Ly, has 
promis'd before the world began. To whom e&c. 
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